Subcutaneous carbon dioxide emphysema following laparoscopic salpingo-oophorectomy: a case report.
Multiple patient and economic benefits have contributed to the widespread popularity of laparoscopic surgery. Although the laparoscopic approach is safe, it is not without potential complications. The following case study describes a patient undergoing a laparoscopic salpingo-oophorectomy who had a sudden rise in end-tidal carbon dioxide to 65 mm Hg and was found to have developed subcutaneous emphysema. Hyperventilation, close monitoring, and mechanical ventilation for 4 hours postoperatively resulted in a positive patient outcome. The mechanisms of carbon dioxide absorption, as well as risk factors, complications, treatment, and prevention of subcutaneous emphysema will be described.